Minutes of the Meeting of Poringland Parish Council
Wednesday 4th September 2019 7pm Poringland Community Centre

Present:

Tim Boucher (Chairman)
John Henson
David Hewer
John Hodgson
John Joyce
Lisa Neal
Carl Pitelen
Chris Walker
Faye LeBon (Parish Clerk)

Also attended:

1.

Thirty five members of the public also in attendance.

Attendance and Apologies for Absence
Apologies were accepted from John Overton, Trevor Spruce and County Councillor
Vic Thomson.

2.

Declarations of Interest and Applications for Dispensation
Chris Walker disclosed a relevant pecuniary interest in item 7a(ii) – planning
application 2019/1593. It was agreed that Cllr Walker be permitted to sit in the
public gallery for this item, but not take part in any part of the council discussions or
decision making.
Lisa Neal declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 7 as a member of the South
Norfolk Council Planning Committee.

3.

Minutes of the Meeting Held on 31st July 2019
Subject to the amendment of a typographical error, the minutes of the meeting held
on 31st July 2019 were agreed after a proposal by David Hewer and a second by John
Henson.

4.

Matters Arising, Including Clerk’s Report
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The Clerk presented her report into matters arising:
New Cemetery: This remains in abeyance while possible new areas of land are
investigated. It may be possible that areas of land may come available after the site
specific consultation of the Greater Norwich Local Plan.
Bus Stop at Hardley Road: Norfolk County Council has ordered the bus stops and will
programme them in to be installed over the next few weeks.
Pond Maintenance: An updated street cleaning programme has been requested
from South Norfolk Council. The Conversation Volunteers will be onsite on 1st
October to clear the pond at the Leisure Garden. Specifications have to be put
together to cut back the trees at the pond at the community centre.
Charity Bank and Bank Signatories: The charity bank application has been completed
and sent off. Final signatures are required for United Trust Bank, CCLA and Barclays
(Welcome Home and Memorial Playing Fields Trust) to complete this project.
Signatures are also required for the new Cambridge Building Society Account.
Primary School Places: Norfolk County Council is in the process of reviewing sites
put forward for a prospective new school. Norfolk County Council has not yet made
these sites available in the public domain.
Funding for Permissive Pathways at High Ash Farm: A letter has been drafted to be
presented to the Strategic Six Group, for sending to Richard Bacon MP, about the
expiry of the Higher Level Stewardship Schemes and the associate loss of funding to
incentivise land owners to allow the public to access the countryside via their land.
A freedom of information request has been sent to the Rural Payments Agency to
establish just how many permissive rights of way Norfolk could lose.
Dog Bin on Devlin Drive: The new dog bin for the Mulberry open space has been
delivered, which now allows the project to move the dog bin from Devlin Drive.
South Norfolk Council has been consulted and has no objections to the move.
Fire Risk Assessment: Fire warden and extinguisher training has been completed
and fire signage ordered. This is in the process of being installed. Finding a
carpenter prepared to provide the remedial works on the fire door to the kitchen
remains problematic.
Police Shed: A counter offer has been placed for the purchase of the police shed.
This will be put to the Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office on or after 27th
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August.
Telephone Box: Cllr Thomson has confirmed that planning permission is only
required because the box is a listed structure, otherwise it would have been exempt.
John Hodgson has submitted an application for funding for the defibrillator to the
Fuel Allotment Trust, which has been looked upon favourably. The paint to
recondition the box, from a recommended BT supplier, will cost £119 + VAT. This
includes all glosses, undercoat and brushes. The only thing excluded is the gold
paint for the crown, for which it has been advised that a gold Hammerite is suitable.
It was agreed to purchase these supplies to enable the refurbishment of the box.

Clerk

Community Centre Improvements: The boiler repair has been booked in for the
latter part of September. The grease cleaning and remedial works to the extractor is
booked in for 10th September.
Insurance Claim: The insurance claim has been paid out in full (with the exception of
the heras fencing, which will be paid out when the full term of the hire has been
established). The order for the new equipment was placed 2nd August, but is now
subject to a 6-8 week delay to allow for manufacture, delivery and installation.
Improved Recycling Facilities: An account has been opened with Terracycle and an
application made to become a drop off location for empty crisp packets.
Planning Application Time Extensions: No response has been received from South
Norfolk Council’s planning department over time extensions being requested by the
Parish Council, but determinations being made ahead of the extension time. The
next stage, should the Parish Council wish to pursue it, is to raise the matter to a
formal complaint. Lisa Neal offered to pursue the matter.
Local Council Award Scheme: The application for renewal of foundation status was
submitted on 9th August and has been approved.
Cyber Security: The Parish Council’s insurance company has sent over a
questionnaire so as to enable a quote to be provided to cover cyber-attacks.
However, they warn that the policy is still in its infancy and is currently evolving.
It is possible to set up councillor email addresses using the
poringlandparishcouncil.gov.uk domain name. It was originally thought that this
would come at a charge because it would utilise space on the server and extra space
would be need to be purchased. However, the existing google accounts come with
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15Gb storage, which should be ample for emails. The Parish Council’s IT company
advises that it is relatively simple to use a POP3 email account through the google
server. The next stage would be to set up a councillor email address and run this
concurrently with the current email address to test the system out.
It was suggested whether a different domain name should be considered, as the
current one is quite extensive.

5.

Clerk

Report from the Chairman
The Chairman reported that after concerns were raised, the police have instigated
checks on parking at St Mary’s Road. Today they issued words of advice to a person
blocking a driveway and a person parking on the ‘keep clear’ yellow lines. They will
also be writing to two people who had blocked a junction.
The Chairman also reported that the ‘Rule The World’ event to be held on Saturday
had sold out.

6.

Public Participation
Standing orders were suspended to allow members of the public to speak.

a)

District Councillors
Cllr Neal reported that she has been confirmed as a Cabinet member on South
Norfolk Council, responsible for Planning and Economic Growth.
South Norfolk Council is in the process of creating a ‘Food Hub’ at the Food
Enterprise Park. There is currently space for 14 units, and interest has been received
from local businesses. This is a collaborative project between South Norfolk Council,
Broadland Council and Norfolk County Council.
Cllr Neal attended the Kett’s Fun Day in Wymondham. Re-enactors were celebrating
Kett’s Rebellion and there was a Tudor camp set up. There was also a traditional
fete, and the event was attended by approximately 4,000 people.
The GNLP is progressing and the next site specific consultation is expected to be in
late September or early October.
Terms and Conditions of employment to bring employees from South Norfolk
Council and Broadland Council in line, are being consulted upon.
Information was provided on Norwich Farm Share, which is a community food
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business located in Whitlingham.
The council is also reviewing the domain name to see if there would be one more
appropriate to the joint authority.
b)

County Councillor
Cllr Thomson had given his apologies, but had provided a report which had been
circulated to councillors.

Chris Walker left the meeting and sat in the public area.

c)

Public Participation
The following objections were made by members of the public about the Burgate
Lane planning application:
1) The proposed changing of priorities for traffic along Burgate was not safe. The
‘throttle’ point will cause difficulties for large vehicles and slow up emergency
vehicles. It also did not make any sense for priority traffic to be sent into a housing
estate, and essentially a dead end.
2) The applicant is proposing to remove one quarter of a valued, historic hedge. The
offer to replace it with a new hedge is unacceptable.
3) The junction with Burgate Lane and Hall Road/Upgate is dangerous, with a limited
visibility splay. The development would result in extra traffic trying to exit this
junction at peak times.
4) For pedestrian access to local services, there are no footpaths and the area is
unlit. There is no local desire to have footpaths and street lights provided by the
developer as existing residents wish to retain the rural feel to this area of the village.
The lack of sustainable transport methods will encourage car use, and leave those
who cannot access a private car isolated. The bus routes are poor in this area,
having recently lost two services per day. The public footpath proposed around the
site will be flooded during the winter.
5) Despite the applicant reducing the density, compared with a previous application,
the density still remains in excess of the neighbouring area.
6) Poor levels of consultation with local people and the Parish Council.
7) Increased pollution levels associated with the increased amount of traffic.
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8) Impact on local infrastructure, particularly on the local schools which have been
proven to be at capacity, and also the impact on local healthcare providers.
9) Concerns over the accuracy of the local bat survey, which is much at odds with a
survey privately commissioned by a local resident.
10) No satisfactory address of how to deal with surface water drainage and little
regard for the Poringland Integrated Urban Drainage Strategy. Statements about
the ‘dry ditch’ are incorrect as the ditch is rarely dry.
11) An attenuation pond located dangerously close to a children’s play area.
12) The site is outside the planning boundary and the Local Planning Authority has a
five year housing land supply.

Standing orders were reinstated. Lisa Neal left the meeting and observed from the
public area.
Chris Walker re-joined the meeting

7.

Planning

a)

Applications Received

i)

2019/1660 – 113 The Street – Installation of External Air Conditioning Units
Chris Walker presented this application to the meeting and consideration was given
to any impact on neighbouring properties. It was agreed that no comment should
be made on this application.

Clerk

Chris Walker left the meeting and observed from the public area

ii)

2019/1593 – Land South of Burgate Lane - Outline planning application for the
erection of up to 98 residential dwellings including 5 live/work units, structural
planting and landscaping and a sustainable drainage system (SuDs) with a vehicular
access point from Burgate Lane. All matters reserved except means of access.
John Henson presented this application to the meeting. Councillors took on board
all comments made by members of the public and feedback from John Overton and
raised the following concerns:
1) There is a lack of clarity about the work/live units being proposed, and what type
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of commercial unit they could accommodate.
2) There has been no consideration for the policies in the emerging Neighbourhood
Plan.
3) That the percolation tests need to be more extensive and cover a larger area, to
account for the village being on a perched water table.
4) That the site is outside the planning boundary and the Local Planning Authority
can evidence a five year housing land supply.
5) Concern that the application is being rushed through prior to the GNLP being
adopted.

Taking on board these considerations and all comments that had been raised by the
public, John Henson proposed that this application should be refused. Seconded by
John Hodgson and carried.

b)

Clerk

Planning Decisions
The following planning decisions were noted.

i)

2019/1399 – 113 The Street – Replacement of shopfront with new polyester
powder coated aluminium APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS

ii)

2019/0209 – 3 Rectory Lane - Retrospective freestanding car port/garage, a
vehicle gate and picket fence to front and proposed garden shed to rear.
APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS

iii)

2019/1294 – 9 Blackthorn Way – (T1) oak - crown lift low hanging secondary and
tertiary branches to achieve an even crown height of 3m from ground level. Crown
thin by removing only deadwood, epicormic growth and any decayed and
crossing/rubbing branches. APPROVAL WITH CONDITIONS

iv)

2019/1380 - Land To The Rear Of 6 Old Mill Road - Discharge of condition 3 materials and 5 - surface water drainage details of permission 2018/0073
APPROVAL OF DETAILS

v)

2019/1385 – Land To The Rear of 6 Old Mill Road - Non material amendment of
permission 2018/0073 - changes to fenestration and external plinth height
APPROVAL

vi)

2019/1384 – 2 Church Close – Single Storey Rear Extension – APPROVAL WITH
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CONDITIONS

Lisa Neal and Chris Walker Returned to the Meeting

8.

Correspondence and Consultations

a)

To Consider Request for Dog Bin Along Stoke Road
A request from a parishioner for a dog bin on Stoke Road was considered. A map
of all the dog bins in the parish was also reviewed and it was noted that there were
fewer dog bins at the north of the village. John Henson proposed that a new dog
bin should be purchased for this area, subject to agreement on siting from South
Norfolk Council. This was seconded by Chris Walker and carried.

b)

Clerk

To Consider Correspondence from the Parochial Church Council Regarding Pathway
Surfacing
Councillors considered a request from the Parochial Church Council for a donation
to the project to repair the pathways accessing the Octagon. After careful
consideration Lisa Neal proposed that it was not appropriate to make a donation
towards this project. Seconded by John Hodgson and carried.

9.

Finance

a)

Receipts, Payments, and Bank Reconciliation
The receipts, payments and bank reconciliation for July 2019 were presented and
noted.

b)

Accounts for Payment
It was agreed to pay the following accounts, following a proposal from Chris Walker
and a second from David Hewer.

Payee

Description
Staff Salaries

HMRC
Norfolk Pension Fund
Microshade
BT
Hollinger Print
Unity Bank

PAYE & NIC
Pension Contributions
Hosted IT
Telephone and Broadband
5+Newsletter Printing
Bank Charges
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T&P Fire
Total Gas and Power
ESPO
World Pay
Office Water Supplies
MPS Doors
Chase Stereo (M.
Roberts)Acts
Tribute
Management
The
Alarm Company
East Coast Community
Healthcare
Screwfix
Total Gas and Power
Norwich Electrical
Bartletts
Veolia
Vortex
Spruce Landscapes
Garden Guardian
S. Raney
Glasdon
Westcotec
Barclaycard
R. McCarthy
Danny Morley
Norfolk Copiers

Fire Warden Training
Electricity
Gas
Card Charges
Engineer Callout
Repair of Automatic Door
Disco for Take That Tribute
Balance of 'Rule The World'
Connect Fire Alarm to Rear Doors
Refund of Hire
Painting Materials
Electricity
PAT Testing and Electrical Repairs
Fire Safety Signage
Waste Removal
Grounds Maintenance (July & Aug)
Grounds Maintenance
Grounds Maintenance
Make Safe Damaged Trees
New Dog Bin
New Brackets for SAM2 sign
Telephone/Bar/Maintenance/Event
Expenditure
Petty
Cash Top Up
Repairs to Pavilion
Printing
TOTAL:

£192.00
£821.67
£57.29
£3.97
£9.00
£1,773.04
£345.00
£424.00
£585.60
£112.50
£106.13
£125.14
£661.14
£332.88
£87.58
£1,039.98
£1,051.20
£782.27
£420.00
£225.45
£120.00
£986.57
£88.30
£300.00
£35.71
£22,170.88

The Clerk advised that the Charity Bank account had now been opened. It was
agreed that £85,000 be transferred from the Unity bank account to the new Charity
Bank account.
John Henson and John Hodgson will authorise these payments.

c)

To Agree to Appoint Auditing Solutions as Internal Auditor for Financial Year
2019/2020
The Clerk reported that the service received from Auditing Solutions in the
2018/2019 financial year was not only professional, but supportive, giving guidance
as to correct practice and procedure. John Henson proposed that Auditing Solutions
should be appointed to perform the 2019/2020 internal audit, seconded by Chris
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Walker and carried.
d)

To Consider Updates to Financial Standing Orders to Reflect Changes to Supplier
Records
The Clerk reported that new model financial regulations had been issued by NALC to
bring in changes to safeguard the council against fraudulent changes in supplier
account details. It was agreed after a proposal from Chris Walker and a second
from David Hewer to adopt these changes into the Parish Council’s Financial
Regulations.

10. Committees and Advisory Group Reports and Recommendations
a)

Neighbourhood Plan Committee
John Henson reported that the Regulation 16 Consultation continues to run until
13th September. This consultation is being run by South Norfolk Council and all
representations should be sent to them. The plan will be put before South Norfolk
Council’s Cabinet on 9th September where John Joyce will give representations to
Cabinet about the plan, its aspirations and why it meets the Basic Conditions and
should be sent to examination.
The CVs of two possible examiners have been sent to the Parish Council for
consideration. One is not able to do the examination during the timescale that the
Parish Council wanted. The Clerk is to make enquiries about the second examiner
to parishes where the Neighbourhood Plan examination has been completed.

b)

Amenities Advisory Group
David Hewer reported that the Amenities Advisory Group inspected all areas of
parish land over the periods of the 12th August and 16th August.
With regards to the playing field, it was noted that the ditch requires clearance and
desilting. The Clerk is to obtain quotations for this work. Lisa Neal suggested
programming this in every three years.

Clerk

Concerns were raised about damage being done to the pavilion and grassed areas
around it by football practice. The Clerk is to speak to the young man who is
practising and ask if some kickwalls would be useful to him. This would prevent the
pavilion wall being used for football practice and the walls could also be used by the
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wider community.
The leaking overflow pipe at the pavilion has been subsequently repaired.
There are some tree branches that require cutting back from the roof.
The weather boards are in need of replacement.
The bowls pavilion has been painted.
The hedging around the bowling green requires cutting and ideally lowering to 6ft.
The Clerk is to check the contract to see what is required of the contractor, and
queried whether the hedge was previously allowed to grow up (possibly to prevent
footballs entering the bowling green).
The wooden benches around the village require maintenance. This should also be
put in a three year maintenance regime.
The overgrown plants in the memorial garden have since been addressed by the
contractor.
It was agreed to purchase some clear graffiti resistant paint for the bus shelters.
The village signpost requires cleaning and painting.
The table tennis table is in good condition.
The pond at the community centre requires maintenance (as previously agreed).
The gates and metal fencing require attention. Some struts are missing and gas
struts require attention/replacement. Fencing in around top field behind the
Community Centre requires stabilising.
The wooden play equipment at the Victory Avenue play area requires treatment.

Clerk to

It was noted that a tree on the playing field had been deliberately poisoned. The

address

police are treating this as criminal damage and are appealing for information.

all items

To Receive Update Report on B-Line Project
c)

John Joyce reported that he and the Clerk had met with representatives from the
Bergh Apton Conservation Trust and also the Chairman of Chedgrave Parish Council
in relation to the B-Line project. In this meeting, discussions occurred as to how the
recent grant obtained by the Bergh Apton Conservation Trust for this project would
be spent.
The importance of groups of plants for pollinators, no further away than 0.5km
apart was emphasised, as bees do not tend to fly more than 0.5km in between
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landing places.
The B-Line will begin at Poringland and finish at Chedgrave, and have the Bergh
Apton nature reserve in the centre. Other areas between the three sites to enable
bees to travel 0.5km are in the process of being identified.

18. Date of next meeting:
 Wednesday 25th September 2019, 7pm, Full Council, Community Centre.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm.

CHAIRMAN
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