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INTRODUCTION 

 

This Statement of Community Involvement has been prepared by Chaplin Farrant Ltd on behalf of Poringland Parish Council to 
support a Full Planning Application. 

 

The application seeks planning approval for the provision of various community uses across 30 acre site owned by Poringland 
Parish Council. The land acquired by the parish council is now protected, and its use ensured for the community in perpetuity.  

 

The proposal is to develop the land and to provide allotments, a pump track, a skate park, car parking, a zip line, a MUGA and a 
pavilion. 

 

PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

 

The report is to demonstrate how the public and key stakeholders were involved in the development of the proposals seeking 
permission.   

 

The development of this area has been subject to various studies and consultations over a number of years to develop a 
community asset. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Micro Aerial Photograph 
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2016/2017 CONSULATIONS: 
Poringland Parish Council became the owners of the 13 acre site.  
Initial community involvement sought the views of local residents of the village to find out what the land should be utilised for.  
  
20th January 2016 
Initial feasibility study was produced, Wednesday 20th January 2016 a drop in day was held at the Community Centre where 
exhibition boards were on show. Comments were invited in order to allow the community to share their views.  
  
3rd February 2016 
3rd February 2016, a public consultation was held. The results of which were published into the public domain. 
  
11th July 2017 
11th July 2017, further public consultation was undertaken and 3 site options were presented for discussion. This options is available 
at www.poringlandparishcouncil.gov.uk/community-land-project.html. Feedback was encouraged by 21st July 
2017.  Comments were compiled and reported to Council on 26th July to be considered by The Community Land Project Working 
Group. 
  
September 2017 
After collating the results of the July consultations, the Council commissioned a master plan. 
  
Between 2017 & 2022 
The Parish Council acquired additional land to the south of the original 13 acre site. The two sites combined now formed a 30 acre 
community asset. The Parish Council engaged CF to review the original designs and develop a masterplan over a much larger area. 
 
 
2022 CONSULATIONS: 
  
July 2022 
Social media was used to promote the project via the parish council Facebook account, websites, posters and flyers inviting the 
community to have a chance to visit and ask questions on 20th July 2022 at the Poringland Community Centre.  
  
The team visited Framlingham Earl High school and Poringland Primary School to gather opinions from the younger generation to 
get their views for what they want to happen to the space. Some of their comments included: Zipwire, connect into woods area, 
skate park, Facts about Poringland, Dog area and Temporary food vans.  Responses included in APPENDIX B 
  
A Drop in public Consultation, took place, in the Community Centre, allowing visitors to see proposals and ask questions directly to 
the design team and parish council. Display boards were presented and remained in the centre after to allow people who could not 
attend to have the opportunity to view it. During the event a suggestion box with comment forms was provided to gather 
comments. Form included in Appendix A.  Responses included in APPENDIX B. 
 
Poringland Parish Council set up a dedicated website page to host proposals for online viewing available 
at www.poringlandparishcouncil.gov.uk/community-land-project1.html. Comments and questions were welcomed and an email 
address was set up specifically to receive digital feedback.  
 
 Pre-Application Advice 
On 8th November 2022 a pre app was submitted which received a favourable response from the local planning authority.  
 
 Planning Application 

This statement included with the full planning application.  

 

 

CONSULTATION  

Previous Proposal Webiste: 

www.poringlandparishcouncil.gov.uk/community-land-project.html 

Current Proposal Website: 

www.poringlandparishcouncil.gov.uk/community-land-project1.html 

 
Timeline of consultations for the community land project. 
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PREVIOUS PROPOSAL OPTIONS 

 
2016/2017 Poringland Parish Council began developing options for the then 13 acre plot.  
The following were the 3 options proposed.  
 
Each options showed a mix of activities and locations. 

Option 1 Option 2 

Option 3 



Page 5 

Project Name Poringland Community Involvement, 

Ref / Date 6775/ Rev A / November 2022 
STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 

 

 

PROPOSAL OPTIONS 

2022— DEVELOPMENT OF THE DESIGN  
 
Following consultation, working group meetings and a review of the changing needs of the community, plus the additional land, the 
new proposals were developed. These were collated into an exhibition and formed a consultation with residents. 

These board visually explained how different activities might look on the site 

These boards explained the site and its constraints / opportunities  
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PROPOSAL OPTIONS 

 
Three options were presented as part of the 
consultations that sought views on locations 
and types of activities  

Option 1 
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PROPOSAL OPTIONS 

Option 2 
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PROPOSAL OPTIONS 

Option 3 
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CONSULATION  

PUBLIC CONSULATION RESPONSE 

 
Following the public consultation on 20th July 2022, members of the public 
attended the event and were encouraged to complete a feedback form or 
email to provide their suggestions for the site.  
 
A total of 97 responses were received , of which 42 related to the 
consultation and a further 55 were commenting on an unrelated matter. For 
completeness all responses are included.  
  
It is understood that this project would not be able to provide for every 
individual wish but the various consultations have highlighted which 
elements were most desirable and from this the proposal puts forwards  
those that are most feasible. 
  
The results of the consultation presented a clear picture of what the 
residents of Poringland wanted to see. 
 
On the table opposite, the key themes have been identified, categorised and 
assigned action.  
 
Refer to Appendix B to view full comments and full document.  
  
 

Themes & Ideas Queries raised Suggested Actions based on feedback. 

Walking routes, footpaths, trails and cycle paths were very favourably viewed. 
Responses came from varying ages. Routes could promote walking in and access to 
the woodland. Routes would promote walking generally. Routes would promote and 
provide safe routes for cyclists/ walkers. Routes and Trails could be created to 
incorporate Nature trails, Mosaic Walks, Geocaching, Interactive Walks, Organised 
Walks, Nature Tours and Sensory Walks. Providing a variety of route types, difficulties 
and widths would be beneficial.  Wide routes provide better maintenance. Resilient 
good quality surfacing. 

That the routes were wide enough for Disabled 
access. That routes were identified for 
particular uses for safety such as painted lines 
for bike routes. That routes would be wide 
enough to allow maintenance. Ensure that 
routes are not obstructed. 

Link the woodland and community land project to promote the use of, and allow 
access into the woodland. 
Provide a variety of route types and widths with purposes in mind. 
Provide a variety of route lengths. 
Provide suitable quality surfacing. 
Ensure maintenance strategy aligns with path and route access strategy in the short 
and long term. 

Allotments were popular. Should be inclusive for all generations. Different sizes for 
different uses as well as a space for community use. Accessible options for disabled 
users with raised beds. Community Shared allotment spaces to be maintained by 
community or used by local groups. 

That allotments might be unsightly. 
That the allotments might not be used by a 
wide range of people. 
That boundary segregation was required to 
prevent theft, arson or damage. 

Provide communal shed with space for more secure individual storage and limit 
individual shed/ storage buildings. 
Provide an amount of shelter for users in the event of bad weather if individual sheds 
and canopies are prohibited. 
Provide shared use or community spaces. 
Provide a variety in size of allotments sizes or be able to be flexible in allotment size 
provided. 
Provide allotments near entrances. 
Provide a good boundary ditch, fence and shrubs. 

MUGA, Tennis court, Basketball Court were popular. The comments were almost all 
positive.  However, there are suggestions for its location to be away from the houses 
due to noise concerns. 

Concerns surrounded need. The nature of the 
multi-use game area is that a multitude of 
sports can be provided for and there is a 
demonstratable desire to provide for these 
sports types. 

Noise pollution to be considered and MUGA positioned based on this. 
Ensure that the MUGA provided allows for a wide range of sports, Tennis and 
Basketball were described as the most favoured. 

Open Space, Events Space, Picnic Areas  were popular. Many responses highlighted a 
desire for large Poringland centric community events such as summer fetes, fireworks. 
Many responses highlighted a desire to walk dogs in the green open areas. 

It was highlighted that remote formalised picnic 
areas often result in litter hotspots and some 
considered that an informal arrangement for 
picnics would be desirable rather than allocated 
picnic areas. Dog fowling was highlighted as a 
concern by several responders. 

Provide an adequate amount of emergency access and suitable hardstandings for 
incoming and outbound events/utility and emergency vehicles. 
Provide informal areas for picnics, such as mown areas and benches. 
Provide an adequate amount of waste disposal and implement a good regime of litter 
collection and occasional litre clearance on site. 
Provide bins near entrances and encourage users to deposit waste on exit and entry 
rather than isolated area round the site. 
Dog walkers cannot be monitored and should not be restricted, rather expected to 
ensure they bag their dog waste and dispose of it appropriately. Provide dog waste 
bins and consider signage warning people not to allow their dogs to fowl. 

Green space, Wildlife space, Conservation, Wildlife bridge, Ecological Planting were 
all mentioned as a critical element. 
Comments highlighted how important it was to maintain a large amount of green 
space to offset the amount of housing that has been developed. And several 
responses suggested wildlife bridge between woodlands. 

The concern regards the balance between 
activities and ecologically beneficial 
interventions. 

The community land project at its core involves the people of poringland benefiting 
from an enhanced natural environment. Ecological assessments to be undertaken and 
followed to ensure no negative impact for the natural environment.  

Skatepark / Pump Track / BMX Track/ Zip Line, Were very favourably viewed. The 
school meeting/visits, many visitors to the consultation and many written responses 
praised the inclusion of these activities. Many identified that the target users of these 
facilities tend to be older children and are a demographic often ignored or uncatered 
for and certainly underprovided for in Poringland. 

Concerns mainly focused around anti-social 
behaviour, responses include a desire to 
segregate and monitor the users of these 
facilities. Also concern of the noise generated 
by these facilities. 

Position appropriately. There is an acoustic benefit to moving the skatepark, zip line 
and bike tracks away from housing but conversely the further they are from the 
housing and therefore road the less surveillance and emergency access is afforded. A 
balance will be sort.  
It is not intended to enclose the skate parks. The general modern consensus on the 
separation of Skate parks and Bike tracks from other facilities suggests openness 
fosters principles of inclusiveness and trust.  

Outdoor Gym/ trim trail, were fairly well supported. With a good suggestion to 
spread out the trail and to incorporate it into a large route. 

There was concern about these falling into 
disrepair if not well maintained or used. 

Scheduled maintenance to ensure that it does not end up in disrepair should be 
provided. 
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CONSULATION  

Themes & Ideas Queries raised Suggested Actions based on feedback. 

Community Orchard were fairly well supported by responses and comments. The 
most desirable attributes were that it might provide a true community experience and 
that it had a significant ecological benefit to pollinator and wildlife and could act as 
the wildlife bridge between woodlands. 

There were concerns regarding how long it 
would take to establish and how the woodland 
would be managed. 

A maintenance and management plan for the community orchard will be developed 
land is shown for future orchard areas. 

Car Parking was considered a necessity. Suggestions included good proximity to 
events spaces, and facilities. Accessible parking spaces with good connections to facili-
ties. Some asked for dedicated parking close to allotments. Some asked for drop off 
points. 
Bicycle Parking was considered a necessity. Suggestion included ensuring a safe a 
secure area was provided. 

There was a concern regarding small children 
and the proximity to moving vehicles. There 
was a concern about ensuring access by emer-
gency vehicles to sports facilities 

Car park will accommodate visitors and a separate  parking area will be provided for 
the allotments. 
Emergency access space and access will be integrated.  
Cycle parking will be provided. 

Pavilion, was well received during consultation. A recommendation to review ‘Victoria 
Park, Stafford’ was received, this pavilion features a café and 360 degree views of the 
park it is situated in. Many comments were received that asked for coffee shops, tuck 
shops, snack shops. 

  A pavilion is proposed. The aim is that it has a multitude of uses, storage for the MUGA 
and outdoors sports equipment, a kitchen/ servery for providing drinks to visitors, 
toilet, general storage, rentable internal spaces, covered external spaces. 

Space for Childcare, whilst not part of the proposal, lots of comments were received 
that have highlighted that there is a lack of childcare in Poringland.   
Forest School Provision / Loose parts Play Park 

  Outside of the scope of this project. 

Food and drink vendors. Comments suggested that this will make a destination for 
families. They have requested for the area to be surrounded by some aviaries to 
attract attention. 

  There is no need to designate areas for this. If the parish wanted to host vendors then 
this could be arranged on an event specific basis. Such as food vendors at the fireworks 
display. Power, Water, Waste would be achievable by proximity to the Pavillion. 

Enclosed Dog Park, some comments have asked for a safe place for dogs with a possi-
bility for an agility course. 

There are local dog parks available. The mainte-
nance and policing obligations of an enclosed 
dog park are also considerable, and it is unlikely 
for the reasons of existing provision and 
maintenance that the provision could be finan-
cially sustainable 

It is not intended to provide an enclosed dog park. 

Play area, a few comments have enquired about this item, with the hope of either 
sand, water etc. to be installed and having a mixed hard and soft play area. 

Comments highlighted the large provision of 
younger persons play areas locally. 

It is not intended to provide a traditional play area for younger children. The intention 
is to provide activities for a broader spectrum of children with a pump track, skate park 
and zip line. 

Local youth groups, a small collection of comments  requested for multiple youth 
groups to have the opportunity to have use of the land. (Brownies/guides/scouts/air 
cadets/st. Johns etc) They have requested for a secure area to which can be hired for 
use as well as for storage for their items. 

  If the item only requires the use of the land time to time and not requiring the change 
of the land, this request may be considered. However if they require the change of 
land for their use this will need to be considered and will unlikely happen. 

Football pitches, several responses suggested large 3G or grass pitches and some also 
requested a small informal pitch with permanent goals.  

Some responses highlighted a large amount of 
existing footballs provision and highlighted the 
need for an enclosed pitch rather than informal 
goals on ground of safety. 

Since the public consultation an alternative provision has emerged to assist with the 
requirements of Stoke United (outlined by the Stoke United FC Chairman) and Poring-
land Parish Council are exploring these as an alternative to hosting football provision 
within the community Land Project. The intention is however to provide a multi-use 
games area to best cover and provide a wide range of sport facilities. 

Swimming Pool / Lido   Outside of the scope of this project. 

Table Tennis   The intention is to provide a multi-use games area to best cover and provide a wide 
range of sport facilities. 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 

 
The consultation was overall, very positive, providing clear feedback and 
good idea. Where suggestions are within the scope of the project, these have 
influenced the final scheme.   
 
Themes & Ideas provided in the proposed design: 
 

• Walking and cycle routes 

• Allotment 

• MUGA 

• Open spaces 

• Green spaces 

• Skate park, pump track, zip line 

• Car Park , Cycle park 

• Pavilion 
 



APPENDIX A 

 Public Consultation Leaflet 
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APPENDIX A 



 Public Consultation Responses 

  

  

APPENDIX B 
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APPENDIX B CONTINUE 
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APPENDIX B CONTINUE 

(SUBMITTED WRITTEN FEEDBACK FROM PUBLIC CONSULATION THAT RELATES EXCLUSIVELY TO TIME CHILDCARE) - IN AVERAGE 
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APPENDIX C 
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APPENDIX B CONTINUE 

KEY COMMENTS FROM DISCUSSION WITH HIGH SCHOOL 
 
The team met with student representatives who spoke about what they wanted from the space which included: 
 
Zipwire 
Dog paths – variety 
Enhance ponds / nature areas 
Rentable area – outdoor events – archery etc 
Storage / changing spaces 
Outdoor cinema / performance space – amphitheatre 
Outdoor – natural water space – Lido / swimming spaces 
Wildlife gardens – school project / routes / signage / walks etc. 
Grass pitches – marked out spaces / Grass tennis pitches 
Spaces rear pavilion – Spaces for food vans 
Car spaces – electrical chargers / scooter areas 
Bins – recycling – easy to be green 
Connect into woods area – accessibility 
Skate Park / BMX – Medium / Large size – Eaton park has a mix of abilities 
Bookable areas – Eco build 
Wildlife cameras – bat boxes/owls 
Ketts Park – Wymondham 
 
NOTES FROM VISIT TO PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 
From a visit to primary school, the children highlighted the following activities of interest: 
 
Picnics and running around areas 
Parkour spaces 
Football pitches 
Outdoor gym  
Computer arcade / Zipline and slide  
Outdoor pool  
Campsite 
Climbing walls 
Obstacle course – amongst 
Facts about Poringland 
Consider materials and lighting 
Poringland has too many dogs’ friendly parks – dogs off the lead 


