Section 1 — Annual governance statement 2015/16

We acknowledge as the members of:

Enter name of
smaller authority hare:

foringlanal ftunsh Couned

our responsibility for ensuring that there is a sound system of internal control, including the
preparation of the accounting statements. We confirm, to the best of our knowledge and belief,
with respect to the accounting statements for the year ended 31 March 2016, that:

L £ans iat this smalier al v
1. We hawve put in place arrangaments for effective preal It accounting statements in

financial management during the year, and for the J acoordance with the Accounts and
preparation of the accounting statemeants. Audit Regulations.

2. We malntained an adequate systerm of Intermal conlrsl, made proper arangements and accepted
including measures designed 1o prevent and detect \/ responsibility for safeguarding the pullic money
fraud and corruption and reviewed its effectiveness, and resources in its charge,

3. We took all reasonable steps to assure cursahwes that has onby done whal it has the lagal power o do
there ara no matters of actual or potential non-compliance and has complied with proper practices
with laws, regulations and proper practices that could in doing 0.

0

have a significant financial effect on the ability of this
smaller authosity to concuct its business or on
its finances.

4, We provided proper opporiunily during the year for the during the year gave all persons interasted the
axarcise of eleciors’ ights in accordance with the opporunity to inspect and ask questions about
requirements of the Accounts and Audit Regulations this authorily's accounts.

5. We carried out an assessmant of the risks facing this considerad the financial and other risks it faces
smaliar authaority and took appropriate steps lo manage and has deall with tham properly.
those risks, including the introduction of imarnal controds
andlor external Insurance cover where required,

6. We maintainad throughout the year an adequate and arranged for a competent parson, independent
affactiva systermn of internal audit of the accounting of the financial contrals and procedures, (o give
records and conirel systems. an objective view on whether internal controls

meel the neads of this smaller autharity.

responded to matters brought to its attention by
internal and external audit.

S S

~

7. We took appropriate action on all matters raised In
reports from intemal and external awdil.

S

2 We considersd whether any litigation, liabiliies or disclozsed evarything it should have about
commitments, events or ransections, oocuing sitar its business activity during the year
during or after the year-and, have a financial impact on thig \./ inclwding events taking place afier the year-and
smaller autherity and, where approgriate have Included if relevant,
therm in the accounting statements,

8. {For local councils only} Trest funds including charitabie. has met all of its responsibilites whera itis a
I our capacity &s the sole managing trustes we zale managing tnustes of 2 kocal trust or trusts.
discharged our accountability reaponsibilities for the
fund{sVassets, including financial reporting and, if V/

required, indepandant examination or audit,

Thiz annual governance statement is approved by this Sigred by ) I =
smaller authority and recorded as minute reference: Chair
_l \& Ny
| 2016105/ 13N . . dated = 15/6/2Cab
ded | 95[5/2ck ' Signed by: -
Glerk e CERCEG
dated 2515716

*Mole: Pleasa 'péé;ﬁa'é. Bxplanz_lbur:-i to the external auditor an a separate sheel for each "No' response. Describe how this smaltar =
aulharity will address the weaknesses identified,
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Section 2 — Accounting statements 2015/16 for

Enter name of
smaller aulhority hera:

Ponunglound fownsh Gunadk

Total balances and reserves at the beginning of the year as recorded

1. Balances brought
forward .32'] i 1% ‘51{:1' ]l ll _‘E in tha financial records. Value must agree (o Box T of previous year,

2, (+) Precepl or Rates Total amount of precept or (for IDBs) rates and levies recelved
and Levies ng-q \C I lu' '% of receivable in the year, Exclede any grants received,

3. [#) Total Total income or receipts &5 recordad in tha cashbook less the
other receipts %q’h'qg q% | 1'35 precapl or ratesflevies received (line 2). Include any grants received.

4. (-] 5t=ff costs Total expenditure or paymenis made to and on behalf of all

‘B | j L,_??. anUJ.;_ emplovess. Include sslariss and wages, PAYE and NI (employees
R and employers), pension contributions and employment expenses.

5. (-} Lean 2 Total expanditurs or paymenis of capital and interest made during
interesticapital B T3 | IR the year an the smaller suthority's bormowings (if any).
repayments

B. {-)All other qs Total expenditure or paymanis as recorded in the cashbook less staff
payments \oO E’E{"' ‘3 12 costs (ine 4) and loan intaresticapital repayments (line 5).

7. =) Balances camiad Total balancas and reserves at the end of the year. Must egual
forward 39.1% |3u5,00! [1+2+3) — (4+5+6)

8. Tolal valus of cash The sum of alf current and depesit bank accounts, cash haldings and
and shar Lem 522_'3511 V.19 | short term inwesimens heid as at 31 March - To agree with bank
Imvastments recanciliation,

8. Total fixed assets The original Asset and Investment Register value of all fieed assets,
pius long tarm plus cthar long term assets owned by the smaller authority as at
|vastmants | l?Bq'q:Hj [J q 15"3(1 i 31 March
and assels

10. Toial Tha outstanding capital balance as at 31 March of all loans fram third
barrewings 1o, : parties (including PWLE)

11. (For Local Councils Thea Council acts s sods trustees for and is responsible for managing
Only) Disclosure Trust funds or assets.
note re Trust funds v; M.B. The: figures in the accounting statemonts
{including charitabla} gbove do not include any Trust transactions.

I cartify that for the year ended 31 March 2016 the
accounting statements in this annual return prasent lfaidy the
financial position of this smaller authority and its income and
expenditure, or properly present receipts and paymants, a5
the case may be.

Signed by Responsible Financial Officar

Date

S e—

| confirm that these accouniing siatemants were approved
by this smallar autharity on this date:

2516]1b ==

and recorded as minute reference:

2016 (05131 |
Signed by Chair of the meeting approving these accounting

etaterments.
i Fee
I — ] | S—
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Section 3 — External auditor certificate and report
2015/16 Certificate

We certify that we have completed our review of the annual return, and discharged our
responsibilities under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014, for the year ended 31 March
2016 in respect of:

Enter name of fonngand Pansh counck

smaller autharity hars:

Respective responsibilities of the body and the auditor

This smaller authority is responsible for ensuring that its financial management is adequate and
effective and that it has a sound system of internal control. The smaller authority prepares an
annual return in accordance with proper practices which:

s summarises the accounting records for the year ended 31 March 2016; and

« confirms and provides assurance on those matters that are relevant to our duties and
responsibilities as external auditors.

Our responsibility is to review the annual return in accordance with guidance issued by the
National Audit Office (NAO) on behalf of the Comptroller and Auditor General (see note below).
Our work does not constitute an audit carried out in accordance with International Standards on
Auditing (UK & Ireland) and does not provide the same level of assurance that such an audit
wiould do.

External auditor's report

On the basis of our review of the annual return, in our opinion the information in the annual return is in
accordance with proper practices and no matlers have come to our attention giving cause for concern that
relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.

Other matters not affecting our opinion which we draw to the attention of the council:

We were required to return the Annual Return to enable the Council to correct an error in Section 2. The
wrong figures had been included for the long term borrowings in Box 10. When comrected, the Clerk did
not initial the changes.

External auditor's signature; | MG:W LLY I

External auditor's name: | Mazars LLP, Durham, DH1 5TS | Date: | 4 August 2016 |

Mote: The MAD |szued guddance applicable to external auditors’ work on 2015/18 accounts in Auditor Guidance Note AGNID2, The
AGH k= avallable from the NAD website (www.nao.org.uk)
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Annual internal audit report 2015/16 to

E::rm:mw here: f‘bﬁ,ﬁghﬂﬂ{j funsh Counck

This smaller authority’s internal audit, acting independently and on the basis of an assessment of
risk, carried out a selective assessment of compliance with relevant procedures and controls
expected to be in operation during the financial year ended 31 March 2016.

Internal audit has been carried out in accordance with this smaller authority's needs and planned
coverage. On the basis of the findings in the areas examined, the internal audit conclusions are
summarisad in this table, Set out below are the objectives of internal control and alongside are the
internal audit conclusions on whether, in all significant respects, the control objectives were being
achieved throughout the financial year to a standard adequate to meet the needs of this

smaller authority,

rnat controd ohjective it d7 Please chodse only
{ the |:_|II-'_'...\'||1!J

covansd

A, Appropriate accounting reconds have been kept properly throughout the year.

expenditure was approved and VAT was appropriately accoumted for.

C. This smaller authority assessed the significant risks Lo achieving its objectives and reviewed the
adequacy of arrangemants 1o manage these,

0. The precept or rates requirement resulted from an adeguate budgetary process; progress
against the budgel was regutarly monitored; and reserves were appropriate.

E. Expected income was fully receivad, based on correct prices, properly recorded and promptly
bankad; and VAT was appropriately accounted for.

F. Peity cash payments were properly supporied by receipts, all petty cash expenditure was
approved and VAT sppropriately accounted for.

G. Salaries to employess and allowances to members wera pald in accordance with this smaller
authority's approvals, and PAYE and NI requirements were properly applied.

H. Asset and invastmants registers were complete and accurate and properly maintained

|.  Periodic and year-end bank account reconciliations were properly carried oul.

J. Accounting statements prepared during the year wera prepared on the comact accounting basis
(raceipts and payments or income and expanditura), agreed to the cash book. supported by an
adequate audil trail from undarlying records and where aporopriate deblors and cradilors ware
properly recorded,

B. This smalier autharity met its financlal reguiations, payments were supported by invoices, all Jf
v
v
v
v
v
v

K. (Forlocal councils only)
Trust funds {including charitabla) — The council met its raspensibilities as a trustee.

Far any other risk areas identified by this smaller authority adequate controls existed (sl any olber risk areas below or on separate
sheetls if needed)

Mame of persan whao camied out the internal audit ng_ JAMTS H-ﬂ. d_ﬂ.uﬁ,
Signature of person who carrled out the intemal audit | T}%ﬂﬁg_ | oate [ FQ,J 2010 =]

| "I the rasponse is ‘'no’ please state the implications and action being taken io address any weakness in control identified

| (add separate sheats if needed).
**Maota: If the responsa is ‘not covered' please state when the most recent intemal auwsdit work was done In this area and when it is
nexd planned, or, if coverage is not required, internal audit must explain why nat {add separate sheets if neaded).
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